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Protocol:  

 I am highly honoured to specially welcome His Excellency, the 16
th
 

President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu GCFR, 

a renowned advocate of the rule of law, who is ably represented by His 

Excellency, the Vice-President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Mr. Kashim 

Shettima GCON, as well as all the other eminent personalities and stakeholders 

in the justice sector here present, to this auspicious occasion of the 2024 

National Summit on Justice.  

2. Your Excellencies, your lordships, and distinguished colleagues, the 

significance of this summit cannot be overemphasized as it promises to be a 

turning point in the advancement of this critical sector of our nation. Indeed, 

every country or organization desirous of sustainable socio-economic 

development must place a premium on matters of law and justice.  

3. Ever since I was honoured to be considered by Mr. President for the high 

office of Attorney-General and Minister of Justice over eight months ago, I have 

focused, in the main, on fashioning out a clear strategy that will reposition and 

strengthen the justice sector for greater access, transparency, accountability, 

fairness, and efficiency in the entrenchment of the rule of law in Nigeria and 

administration of justice in general. 

4. The idea of a National Summit on Justice was conceived in 2017 to 

provide a veritable platform for critically analyzing, discussing, reviewing, 

assessing, and resolving issues affecting the administration of justice in our dear 

country. The summit provides the platform for building consensus for the 

advancement of the justice sector as an enabler for socio-economic 

development.  

5. Justice Sector Summits were held in 2017 and 2022 and this summit offers 

us an opportunity to assess the successes recorded and challenges faced since 

these last summits. Specifically, it enables us to measure the impact of the reforms 

initiated by the National Policy on Justice (2017 – 2023), in the key areas of 

administration of justice: law enforcement, judicial proceedings, correctional 

services, restorative and traditional justice, legal education and practice, etc.  

6. Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, a major objective of this 

summit is to validate and adopt the revised National Policy on Justice, 2024 - 

2028 which is the product of extensive research work and consultations 

undertaken by critical stakeholders in the Justice Sector.  

7. It provides a comprehensive assessment, review and consideration of issues 

militating against effective administration of justice and a well-articulated broad 

road map of initiatives, actions and responsibilities for addressing and 
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repositioning the justice sector to effectively and efficiently discharge its duties 

in enhancing national security, upholding the rule of law, promoting the 

protection of human rights, democratic principles and the socio-economic 

development of our nation. I invite all participants to note that the draft policy 

itself is an ambitious document which aims to serve as a catalyst for the 

transformation of the entire justice system in Nigeria. 

8. Your Excellency, Mr President and distinguished participants, permit me 

to highlight some of the key interventions proposed to be pursued in the 

Revised National Policy on Justice, 2024.  First, the Policy seeks to promote 

and protect human rights and access to justice which are essential features of a 

functional justice system. It proposes practical and sustainable interventions in 

the implementation of statutory provisions encouraging protection of human 

rights and access to justice.  

9. The Policy also seeks to improve mechanisms for fair and speedy 

dispensation of justice; detention and correctional services; restorative justice; 

alternative dispute resolution (ADR) – developing Nigeria into an arbitration 

hub on the continent; commerce and economic activities; compliance with 

treaty obligations; synergy and cooperation across the justice sector; and 

independence of the judiciary; among others. 
 

10. Regarding the emphasis on strengthening the independence and welfare 

of the judiciary, it is to be recalled that one of the cardinal items on the Renewed 

Hope Agenda of this administration is to drive judicial reforms to achieve 

sustainable socio-economic growth and investment, facilitated by the rule of 

law, and to address the challenges militating against judicial development in our 

country.  

11.   One key theme that has been added to the National Policy on Justice is 

Justice for Children.  This is in line with our commitments under various 

international, regional and national instruments on protection of children 

consistent with the guiding principles on the best interest and welfare of the 

child.  The idea is to adopt deliberate and strategic interventions for dealing 

with children in contact with the law. 

12.  The Policy also places heavy emphasis on the deployment of technology 

in the administration of justice. This will not only ensure ease and efficiency in 

service delivery; it will also significantly boost awareness and access to justice 

for persons seeking administrative or judicial remedy.   
 

13. The justice sector under my watch will continue to push for mutuality in 

the formulation and implementation of the National Policy on Justice and 
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National Judicial Policy. In furtherance of the above, we are developing draft 

constitution amendment bills which are aimed at achieving the aims of 

improved access to justice, deepening the independence and capacity of the 

judiciary, and eliminating delays in the administration of justice, among others. 

Hence, the chosen theme for this Summit “Repositioning the Justice System: 

Constitutional, Statutory, and Operational Reforms for Access and Efficiency” is 

an apt representation of the policy objectives of the current administration for 

the justice sector.  
 

14. The Policy also seeks to drive the implementation of the Fundamental 

Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy under Chapter 2 of the 

Constitution which provides under: Section 14(1) that the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria shall be a State based on the principles of democracy and social 

justice; Section 17(1): The State social order is founded on ideals of Freedom, 

Equality and Justice; and section 17(2)(e): the independence, impartiality and 

integrity of courts of law, and easy accessibility thereto, shall be secured and 

maintained. The foregoing cardinal objectives/principles are only achievable 

when there is a dynamic and responsive legal framework in place.  

15. I must acknowledge the strategic place and role of the human resources of 

the Federal Ministry of Justice who are key drivers of the policy. The leadership 

of the Ministry is equally committed to ensuring that its staff continuously 

acquire modern professional knowledge and skills to improve their capacities 

and capabilities. To this end, capacity building programs are being organised for 

staff in the areas of ⁠Quality and Effective Service Delivery, ⁠Document Tracking 

and Information Management, etc. More targeted capacity building programs, 

in line with the objectives of the Policy and reforms in the public service, have 

also come on stream. This is in addition to the deliberate efforts by the Ministry 

to digitize and deploy other technological resources in its systems and processes 

for optimal output. 

16. Distinguished participants, at this juncture, I wish to sincerely commend 

Mr. President for providing the vital leadership for driving the reforms and 

developments we are seeking in the justice sector. These efforts have been 

signposted by the significant achievements we have recorded in the judicial 

sector within a very short time in the life of the current administration and those 

we are seeking to pursue now.  

17. My sincere appreciation also goes to the Senate President, Chief Godswill 

Akpabio, CON and Speaker House of Representatives, Right Honourable 

Tajudeen Abbas as well as the array of very distinguished Members of the 

National Assembly, who have continued to avail us their backing as partners in 

nation building. This project cannot succeed without you. None of the reforms 
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that are being proposed in the National Policy on Justice or the Bills that will 

be presented can materialise without your full support in terms of passage and 

allocation of funds for implementation. We will therefore be consistently 

reaching out to you for guidance and support.  

18.  I also acknowledge the immerse support of our landlord, the Honourable 

Minister of the Federal Capital Territory, Barrister Nyesom Wike, CON who is 

himself a justice sector stakeholder and Life Bencher. 

19. I wish to particularly thank My Lord, the Chief Justice of Nigeria, Hon. 

Justice Olukayode Ariwoola, GCON for his lordship’s reform-minded and 

accommodating posture, as well as a remarkable willingness to collaborate on 

important matters affecting the judiciary and the justice sector in general. I crave 

the indulgence of this gathering to use my Lord the Chief Justice of Nigeria as a 

point of contact to all the other noble justices of the Supreme Court for their 

interest in this project.  

20.  I appreciate the support of the President of the Court of Appeal, 

Honourable Justice Monica Dongbam-Mensen, CFR and use her as a point of 

contact to all the Justices of the Court of Appeal present physically, virtually and 

in spirit.  

21.  Similarly, let me acknowledge and appreciate the support of the Chief 

Judge of the Federal High Court, Justice John Terhemba Tsoho and all the Chief 

Judges and Judges of various jurisdictions for their appreciation of the fact that 

this project is a joint one.  

22.  I also wish to thank all the past Attorneys-General of the Federation for 

their continuous dedication and support to this project which was 

conceptualised prior to my assumption of office. Those of them who are 

unavoidably absent had reached out to me to extend their goodwill. I am most 

appreciative for the support. I also use this medium to thank Attorneys-General 

of the various states of the Federation. 

23. The Governor of Kwara State who doubles as the Chairman of Nigeria 

Governors Forum, His Excellency AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq, CON and I also 

use him as a point of contact to other governors in Nigeria for their support 

now and forever.  

24. I also extend my appreciation to the Chairman, Body of Benchers Asiwaju 

Adegboyega Solomon Awomolo, SAN, for his consistent support and the 

support of the entire members of the Body. 
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25. To our Keynote Speaker, My Lord, the Honourable Dr Willy Mutunga, 

Former Chief Justice of Kenya, I say a very big thank you for the generousity of 

your time and knowledge. As many of you are aware, My Lord Hon. Justice Dr 

Willy Mutunga is a revolutionary when it comes to justice sector reform. As the 

head of Kenya's judiciary, his lordship spearheaded the emergence of a more 

professional judiciary that has been recognised as a continental model. Our 

Resource Persons, who have travelled from far and wide, I thank you most 

sincerely for your positive contributions. As deliberations continue in this 

summit, I am optimistic that the knowledge and experience that you will share 

with us will assist in the resolution of the identified critical issues. 

26. My unquantifiable gratitude also goes to my learned brothers, the 

President of the Nigerian Bar Association and the Attorneys-General of the States 

here present. For our development partners (the European Union, UNICEF, 

International IDEA and UNODC), we really appreciate your constant 

institutional support for the justice sector and also for collaborating with us to 

make this Summit and the new Policy a reality. 

27. Lastly, I thank our host for today, the Administrator of the National 

Judicial Institute, Honourable Justice Salisu Garba for making this wonderful 

facility available to us at no cost. 

28. I cannot conclude without thanking the members of the forth estate of the 

realm who work tirelessly to keep the public informed, I count on you to let 

the world know what you have seen and heard today.  

29. I thank all other distinguished participants and wish us successful 

deliberations as we look forward to a robust engagement and recommendations 

for the reform of the Justice Sector for the good of our country. 

30. Once again, I welcome you all and I thank you for listening. 
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